
Non native Invasive Plant Species  

In June 2017, some small outbreaks of Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam have 
been found in the Silverdale area.  If left uncontrolled, these and similar species can have 
a major impact on the native flora, fauna and, ultimately, the sensitive ecosystem as a 
whole, within our area. 
  

Although it is strongly recommended that you do not cultivate or nurture these species, it 
is not illegal to have them growing on your land.  However, due to the strength of their 
root systems and ability to spread invasively with rapidity, they could take over in a 
garden displacing your existing plants etc.  They are also included as a question on the 
standard Property Sale questionaire and can cause issues if you try to sell your property. 
  

Due to the potential impact, it is an offence subject to criminal penalties, to allow 
these species to spread from your land into wild. 
  

If you wish to destroy these species on your land, it is important due to their resilience, to 
seek specialist advice on the chemicals, techniques and timescales need to effectively do 
this. 
  

Again because of their ability to spread invasively, there are also strict legal requirements 
in place to control how soils containing invasive plant species, or any waste material such 
as cut stems, roots or any other parts of the plants are moved or disposed of, including 
when moved off site.  All waste of this type is defined by the Environment Agency as a 
"Controlled Waste".  
It is important to note, due to the inherent resilience of even small parts of the plant 
material to regenerate and spread, it is not permitted to place any part of it, or the soil 
from around it, in your Lancaster City Council Green compost bin or to take it to a 
Household waste site such as Keer Bridge.  These facilities are not arranged to deal 
effectively with such material and will simply lead to its spread when the resulting 
compost is used.  It must be disposed of as a "Controlled Waste" by an approved 
contractor. 
  

To help prevent the spread of these plant species in our area, please report any sightings 
as soon as possible to the Clerk of the Parish Council, Denise Challenor on email: 
clerk@silverdale-pc-lancs.gov.uk or telephone 01524 761824 and, where possible to the 
landowner. 
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