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SURVEY REPORT – PARKING IN SILVERDALE 
 
SUMMARY 
This online survey ran from between the 26th February and the 10th March 2021. It was publicised 
through three Silverdale village Facebook pages and also through the Silverdale Events newsletter 
(emailed on subscription). Paper copies were also offered through the March edition of St John’s 
Parish Magazine which has 600 household subscribers (three-quarters of the population in 
Silverdale). 
 
Silverdale is experiencing more visitors, and even more are expected due to the new Coastal Way, 
National Trust and AONB marketing and RSPB’s enhanced facilities. Talks were held between the 
Parish Council and Friends of Silverdale Station (FOSS) about the lack of parking at Silverdale Station 
and it was decided to look at the overall parking situation at the station and within the village.  
 
All potential car parking solutions will have resistance from some residents, so it was agreed that the 
Parish Council produce a survey to ask residents’ views, including on potential locations for more car 
parking in the centre of the village as a potential solution in reducing the demand for on-street 
parking, as many households now own more than one vehicle. 
 
The COVID pandemic has exacerbated the parking problem in Silverdale. In 2020, once lockdown 
restrictions were eased, hundreds of day-trippers and overnight campers descended into Silverdale. 
Residents in various ‘hot-spots’ such as Shore Road, found themselves blocked in their houses as 
vehicles were left hard up against gates and driveways. Many vehicles park on verges and 
pavements, forcing pedestrians and the disabled onto the roads. This year, as spring is emerging, the 
influx of visitors has started with the same problems. Verges and wildlife have already been 
damaged. 
 
FINDINGS 

 While nearly 60 per cent of residents thought there was sufficient parking for residents in 
the village, between 79 and 84 per cent thought there was not enough parking for visitors. 
 

 Around 91 per cent of residents have off-road parking where they live. 
 

 Over 55 per cent use two vehicles in their households. Around 20 per cent of respondents 
use 3-5 vehicles in their household. 
 

 Of those residents who worked in Silverdale, 57 per cent said they did not have off-road 
parking at their place of work. 
 

 Over 50 per cent of respondents indicated that parking was of medium concern all year 
round but a significant number indicated that of high concern were Peak Season (75%), 
Good Weather Days (70%), Weekends & Bank Holidays (81%) and Event Days (74%).  
 

 The main issues of concern are: Vehicles parked too close to junctions (65%); Parking for 
Visitors (64%); Lack of Enforcement; and Double Parking along roads. 

 Improvements to parking facilities that would be supported are: Road Parking Bays along 
Shore Road/Stankelt Road/Village centre (61%); Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (58%); 
Residents’ Parking Scheme (57%); and a Public Car Park near the Primary School. 
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 Many people feel that visitor parking should be kept away from the village – at Eaves Wood 
or at Silverdale Station if bus timetables can coincide with train times…perhaps create a Park 
and Ride facility too? 
 

 Respondents use Silverdale Station infrequently, mainly due to lack of parking and 
coordinated bus service, and safety, if walking from the village due to the absence of 
walkways. 
 

 54% indicated that people should be charged for using a public car park but that charges 
should be inexpensive, and residents offered free short periods of time for shopping etc. 
 

 If a car park is introduced with a free short period for residents, respondents prefer a 
method of displaying time of arrival against a formal Residents’ Parking Permit. 
 

 Regarding improvements to the village, almost 60% would like to see the addition of 
footways where none exist at the moment. These improvements should address access to 
the village centre and visitor access to National Trust and AONB land. 
 

 Respondents suggestions include: improving signage to car parking areas; improve parking 
space at Woodwell to avoid blocking farm access and damage to grass and trees; rather than 
a large car park in the village centre, investigate smaller areas around the village screened by 
trees especially at Hollins Lane – both ends; a Park & Ride scheme from RSPB Leighton Moss 
into the village (Easter to October?); extend the parking at Eaves Wood and at 
Middlebarrow, Gait Barrow and Haweswater to alleviate parking at Eaves Wood; improve 
pedestrian routes from the station and around the village; improve cycle routes; and 
introduce parent/child spaces within the village. 
 

 
SURVEY RESULTS & COMMENTS 

 
Q1 Do you think there is a sufficient amount of parking within Silverdale? 

Answered: 249  
Skipped: 0 
  
 

PLENTIFUL– SUFFICIENT– INSUFFICIENT– TOTAL– WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE– 

 
For 
Residents 

9.68% 
24 

59.68% 
148 

30.65% 
76 

  
248 

  
2.21 

 
For 
Visitors 

1.62% 
4 

18.62% 
46 

79.76% 
197 

  
247 

  
2.78 

 
For Event 
Days 

2.47% 
6 

13.17% 
32 

84.36% 
205 

  
243 

  
2.82 
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Q2 Are you a resident of Silverdale? 

Answered: 249  
Skipped: 0 
 RESPONSES 

 
Yes 

95.98% 
239 

 
No 

1.61% 
4 

 
Q3 If you live in Silverdale, do you have space for off-road car parking at the property where you 

live? 

Answered: 244  
Skipped: 5 
 

 RESPONSES 

 
Yes 

91.39% 
223 

 
No 

8.61% 
21 

 
 

Q4 If you work in Silverdale, is there space for off-road parking where you work? 

Answered: 47  
Skipped: 202 
 
 RESPONSES 

 
Yes 

57.45% 
27 

 
No 

42.55% 
20 

 
 
Q5 If you live in Silverdale, how many vehicles are used in your household? 

Answered: 242  
Skipped: 7 

 
 RESPONSES 

 
One 

29.34% 
71 
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 RESPONSES 

 
Two 

55.37% 
134 

 
None 

0.41% 
1 

   Other responses:    19 respondent households use 3 vehicles 
11 respondent households use 4 vehicles 
I respondent household uses 5 vehicles 

   
Q6 Please indicate when you feel parking issues are of concern. Please tick all of concern. 

Answered: 247  
Skipped: 2 
 
  
 

LOW CONCERN MEDIUM CONCERN HIGH CONCERN TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE 

 
All year round 

30.25% 
72 

52.94% 
126 

16.81% 
40 

  
238 

  
1.87 

 
Peak season 

8.33% 
20 

15.83% 
38 

75.83% 
182 

  
240 

  
2.67 

 
Weekends/Bank 
Holidays 

6.53% 
16 

12.24% 
30 

81.22% 
199 

  
245 

  
2.75 

– 
Event days 

7.41% 
18 

18.11% 
44 

74.49% 
181 

  
243 

  
2.67 

– 
Good weather 
days 

9.43% 
23 

20.08% 
49 

70.49% 
172 

  
244 

  
2.61 

 
 
 
Respondents’ comments on Q6 

1. Its fine - bit of patience and cooperation and all good. 
2. Visitors accessing events. shopping and car parks for walking because they are unaware of 

other areas to park 'abandon' their vehicles in desperation to find a parking spot, weekends 
are particularly bad at Eves wood car park. ANOB resist extending parking at RSPB for 
example preferring visitors to travel by train but realistically weekends particularly Sundays 
this really is a nonstarter with current train/bus service levels. A more joined up approach to 
visitor access is needed parking is one aspect but not the whole 'problem' levels. 

3. Coffee mornings at the Gaskell Hall. 
4. Lockdown has highlighted the problems. 
5. Honeypot areas (Eaves Wood, the Cove, Hollins Lane) are becoming increasingly popular and 

creating traffic hazards. Most residents in Silverdale have more than one car and they use 
their vehicles for short journeys to go to the shops. The most contested area is around the 
Co-op.  

6. New Year’s Day 2020 up to 70 cars parked along Hollins lane, top of Lindeth Road and 
Woodwell! some double parking near Wolf House causing obstructions. 
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7. Residents should park their cars in their driveways, even if it means cars have to be 
manoeuvred out because residents have more than one car. Cove Road an example. Parking 
from visitors near the National Trust car park is downright dangerous and needs to be 
stopped. 

 
Q7 Which of the following issues relating to car parking exist within Silverdale? 

Answered: 248  
Skipped: 1 
 

  
 

NO PROBLEM LOW MEDIUM HIGH TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE 

 
Lack of car-
parking for 
residents 
generally 

18.33% 
44 

45.42% 
109 

30.42% 
73 

5.83% 
14 

  
240 

  
2.24 

 
Lack of car-
parking for 
residents 
outside 
village shops 

8.50% 
21 

20.65% 
51 

41.30% 
102 

29.55% 
73 

  
247 

  
2.92 

 
Lack of 
parking for 
visitors 

4.10% 
10 

10.25% 
25 

21.31% 
52 

64.34% 
157 

  
244 

  
3.46 

 
Lack of car-
parking 
enforcement 

10.13% 
24 

18.99% 
45 

22.36% 
53 

48.52% 
115 

  
237 

  
3.09 

 
Lack of 
Disabled/Blue 
Badge spaces 

16.81% 
38 

30.09% 
68 

27.43% 
62 

25.66% 
58 

  
226 

  
2.62 

 
Parking too 
close to 
junctions 

2.05% 
5 

11.48% 
28 

20.49% 
50 

65.98% 
161 

  
244 

  
3.50 

 
Issues with 
double-
parking on 
opposite 
sides of the 
roads 

5.39% 
13 

18.26% 
44 

30.29% 
73 

46.06% 
111 

  
241 

  
3.17 
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NO PROBLEM LOW MEDIUM HIGH TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE 

 
Visitors 
parking 
outside 
residential 
properties 

9.01% 
21 

24.89% 
58 

32.19% 
75 

33.91% 
79 

  
233 

  
2.91 

 
Respondents’ comments on Q7 

1. Parking near the school which makes overtaking them difficult on a blind bend. 
2. Many/some residents do not use their drives / parking facilities and use the road (i.e., 

campers etc are parked outside other houses). 
3. Living on Shore Road it can be difficult to gain access to/from our driveway due to people 

parking opposite. 
4. I haven't seen a problem with 'double ' parking but the road at Eves Wood on a sunny Sat/ 

Sun can be inconsiderate. 
5. Parking on Cove Road alongside the Bowling Green Wall by residents. 
6. Top of Post Office hill and Lindeth Road are issues for us. 
7. Visitors, shop customers parking in front of residential properties is a continuing nuisance 

and prevents residents from parking outside their own homes. 
8. Lack of parent/child spaces in high street. 
9. Visitors causing road obstruction by Eaves Wood car park. 
10. Too many visitors arriving by car. 
11. Parking on pavements or obstructing pavement with a towbar 
12. If people were able to consider walking to the shops rather than driving this would alleviate 

parking problems 
13. Blind corner near school / church unsafe due to lack off street parking for residents. also 

parking on narrow roads blocking traffic and no passing places. Too many cars parked in 
Woodwell, 8 at most blocking farm access and damaging grass under tree and compacting it, 
new boulders too far apart to be of any use. 

14. See above ‘0ther’ Also parking opposite Townsfield entrance and The Row is absolutely 
dangerous. No emergency vehicles would be able to attend those roads. Even seen cars 
parked in the wide areas on Park Road. 

 
Q8 Which of the following improvements to car-parking would you like to see? 
 
Answered: 247  
Skipped: 2 
 

  
 

YES NO TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE 

 
Introduce a 
residents' car 
parking 
scheme to 
limit car-
parking on 
residential 

42.29% 
96 

57.71% 
131 

  
227 

  
1.58 
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YES NO TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE 

streets to 
residents only 

 
Introduce a 
public car 
park within 
the centre of 
the village 

59.40% 
139 

40.60% 
95 

  
 234 

  
1.41 

 
Introduce a 
public car 
park near the 
primary 
school 

44.93% 
102 

55.07% 
125 

  
227 

  
1.55 

 
Introduce a 
car park at 
Silverdale 
Station 

89.17% 
214 

10.83% 
26 

  
240 

  
1.11 

 
Introduce on-
road parking 
bays within 
the centre of 
the village 

38.16% 
87 

61.84% 
141 

  
228 

  
1.62 

 
Introduce on-
road parking 
bays along 
Shore 
Road/Stankelt 
Road 

38.67% 
87 

61.33% 
138 

  
225 

  
1.61 

 
Improve 
signage to 
direct visitors 
to parking 
areas 

83.83% 
197 

16.17% 
38 

  
235 

  
1.16 

 
Increase 
parking for 
the 

51.20% 
107 

48.80% 
102 

  
209 

  
1.49 
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YES NO TOTAL WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE 

Disabled/Blue 
Badge 
holders 

 
Introduce 
electric 
vehicle 
charging 
infrastructure 

41.59% 
94 

58.41% 
132 

  
226 

  
1.58 

 
Introduce 
extra and 
more visible 
cycle racks 

62.34% 
144 

37.66% 
87 

  
231 

  
1.38 

 
 
Q9 If a public car park was introduced in Silverdale, where would be your preferred location? 

Answered: 235  
Skipped: 14 
 

 RESPONSES 

 
Centre of the village 

39.15% 
92 

 
Near the primary school 

20.85% 
49 

 
Other responses 

40.00% 
94 

TOTAL 235 

 
Respondent responses to Q9 

1. Non-residents parking outside village a few miles away as a park and ride scheme. 
2. A few small car parks. Screened with trees. 
3. Maybe resurface the access down to the shore, people might use this more then. 
4. Don't have one it would be damaging and detrimental.  
5. No more car parks 
6. Car parking would be helpful in the village (near the school) AND near the station. 
7. I think the school needs a parking area nearby. I don't think visitors need a parking area in 

the centre of the village, but I do think there is a need for visitor parking somewhere on the 
edge of the village. Perhaps not one large car park but two smaller car parks at different 
parts of the village. 

8. Preferably a bit further outside the village? 
9. None - more parking means more visitors, more visitors means more parking. It will not 

improve the issue by adding more parking. 
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10. Near Eaves Wood 
11. Does not matter as long as there is parking 
12. Masonic Lodge car park always empty 
13. Station providing onward public transport was included into village and other destinations 

e.g., Holgates provided Holgates financial support as it would benefit their guests. Many of 
Holgates visitors use foot power to come into the village but the route from Holgates has 
some hairy sections. More walking route maps available for example from Eves Wood to 
Woodlands pub or Village could walk through woods to near graveyard safely but often they 
walk along that terrible piece of road into the village 

14. Don't mind 
15. Visitors parking should be outside the village, i.e. they come for a visit so I imagine a walk 

would be OK for them. 
16. Not by school on National Trust land purchased by local public subscription in the 1990's. 
17. Parking on periphery of village for walkers. Also, in or near the centre to enable locals 

especially to use congestion for locals and to give unimpeded access for emergency vehicles 
18. Station. 
19. None, I don't want one. 
20. Bank House Farm have space for pay and display parking? 
21. Near the train station 
22. At the railway station. 
23. The Masonic Hall 
24. Nearer to Eaves Wood 
25. Further out of the village would be preferable but would require additional infrastructure 

i.e. accessible pathways into the village  
26. Train station 
27. Charge visitors to use the Gaskell Hall car park when not in use. 
28. Wherever the land can be secured 
29. Station and Eaves Wood near the Row 
30. One nearer the station to encourage use of public transport and bigger one at Eaves wood 

where most of congestion occurs. 
31. BY THE RAILWAY STATION, HOPEFULLY THIS WOULD ALSO INCREASE SHUTTLE USE  
32. We need to keep traffic flow within the village to a suitably low level and carparks within the 

village will not do this. So - we need a number of smaller, discrete parking places dotted 
around, so as not to concentrate visitor levels in any one place. There is too much promotion 
of the village by NT and RSPB and they should scale back their advertising of the area, but 
also they should actively support the solutions to the problems they have partly caused. 
Holgates affect traffic levels in a big way, but unsure about their impact on parking apart 
from in the village centre. As a major tourist venture, they should, however, play their part 
in a solution. With the coast path we need low key walkers parking for that. Ideas include, 
the station, Quaker Stang (RSPB), Hollins Lane top (eg improved roadside parking and a small 
parking area in a corner of the woodland), Hollins Lane bottom (e.g. maybe behind the wall 
opposite Wolf House and Gib Farm), increased NT parking for Eaves Wood, making use of 
the lane to Middlebarrow, either at the end in the quarry, or just before the railway crossing 
(gives access to a different part of Eaves Wood, maybe linked to the new APNB Tramper 
route). There are unused disabled parking places at 2 places around Haweswater. As far as I 
can see one is overgrown and locked. These should be resurrected and made available to a 
wider group of people. Also, a small parking area at the foot of the Trowbarrow lane from 
Moss Lane near the old works site (access for Trowbarrow, Haweswater). Parking needs to 
be mirrored by improved paths to access key places, ideally following the model of the NT 
path alongside Townsfield/Cove Rd and the new Coast path at 'The Dip'. I would not support 
increased parking within the confines of the village, nor a large single carpark which would 



10 
 

be obtrusive and not in keeping with the AONB. Pay parking will only encourage more on 
road and irresponsible parking, so it needs to be free or very low price. 

33. Eaves Wood car park area, Silverdale station, Holgates, Wolfhouse? 
34. Station 
35. Outside the village boundary 
36. Holgates 
37. Areas needed on the edges of the village 
38. Outside village centre to minimise additional traffic and inappropriate parking 
39. Railway station 
40. Near the station and near Eaves Wood car park 
41. Land outside the village confines 
42. Parking around Eaves Wood NT car park is terrible, extend (?) parking here or double yellow 

lines to avoid junction becoming dangerous 
43. Down by Eaves Wood car park or the Wolfhouse gallery 
44. I don't see a need for more parking. It will ruin the nature of the village and encourage even 

more people to make unnecessary journeys. 
45. Train Station 
46. Out of town, to keep traffic volumes from increasing further and preserve residents' 

amenity. 
47. Park outside the village and use the shuttle (Park and Ride). 
48. Away from centre with clearly marked safe walking and cycle route into village. 
49. Surely the aim should be to make it LESS convenient to use a car - adding parking just 

encourages people locals & visitors to drive around the village rather than walk or cycle. 
Why walk from Holgates to the Royal if I can park next to it. I think you have this the wrong 
way round. 

50. Places that do not increase traffic in residential roads. So, at the station, expanded RSPB, 
expanded Eric Morecambe park, Within Fleagarth Wood area and better roadside parking at 
top of Hollins Lane, slightly expanded NT carpark, negotiate parking at Middlebarrow to 
spread the visitor load in Eaves Wood, parking near cemetery at bottom of Bottoms Lane. All 
parking to be low key and not too large, landscaped with native trees etc, and linked with 
improved pedestrian routes. 

51. Nowhere, we don't need one. We have parking spaces at the Gaskell and at the Church. A 
new car park is completely un-necessary and will only bring MORE people to the village. 

52. Or near station 
53. No need for it. 
54. Outskirts near station or near Eaves Wood car park 
55. Use Leighton Moss car park for Silverdale station. Surely a direct access could be negotiated. 
56. Station 
57. In between, use the Masonic Hall for peak times, it is never used during the day. 
58. I don't believe a public car park would alleviate the issues some have with parking in that it is 

likely to attract more visitors and if there were charges attached those visitors would park 
elsewhere in the village. 

59. Masonic car park 
60. Holgates? 
61. Outskirts of Eaves Wood or top of Hollins Lane 
62. Centre of village and NT/AONB facilities 
63. Station 
64. Near the railway station 
65. Eaves Wood 
66. Station 
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67. Use the Freemason's front yard, which is usually empty and Bleasdale School's yard at 
weekends 

68. Railway Station 
69. You could use the school playground like at Grasmere and the school could get an income 
70. Railway station 
71. Outside village, on the local bus route 
72. Station 
73. Outside core village area 
74. Station Leighton Moss with shuttle bus park and ride scheme 
75. Outside of village boundary 
76. Railway station as well as near primary school 
77. People should be encouraged to use public transport. If you make it easier for people to park 

in the village then you will get a bigger problem. 
78. Masonic lodge, Wolfhouse cafe 
79. Beyond the residential areas 
80. Eaves Wood, shore 
81. Near to the start in Lancashire of the coastal path e.g. near Holgates caravan park 
82. Where exactly near the school? Are the National Trust going to give land? An accident 

waiting to happen with the excessive speeding anyways plus extra cars parking. 
83. As far as I can see both these options are out of the question. No room for further parking 

and residents’ needs should always be priority. 
84. Station 
85. Station, so people can choose to drive to station and use train knowing they'll be able to 

park, rather than have to drive to Carnforth for that reassurance. 
86. Out of the village centre so people can park and walk in 
87. Wherever the daft councillor that proposed this lives - let them look at the mess they’ve 

created 
88. Outskirts 
89. Really not sure what land could be used...worry about the field next to the school being 

looked at?? Think the church car park should be used more to stop parents parking on the 
road. Again, dangerous for cars navigating the bends in the road. 

90. Away from the centre of the village, but easy walking distance. Bottom of Emesgate Lane, 
Shore road, Stankelt Road, near The Green or BT exchange. 

91. I'd prefer a park and ride scheme which could encompass the Silverdale shuttle and 
therefore increase the general bus service from the station. 

92. Eaves Wood.     
93. Station. 

 
Q10 How often do you use Silverdale Station including how often you used Silverdale Station 

before the recent COVID restrictions? 

Answered: 248  
Skipped: 1 
 RESPONSES 

 
Every day 

2.02% 
5 

 
About once a week 

7.26% 
18 

 
A few times a month 

17.74% 
44 
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 RESPONSES 

 
Once a month 

13.71% 
34 

 
Less than once a month 

43.15% 
107 

 
Never 

11.29% 
28 

 
Respondent responses to Q10 

1. Once or twice a year 
2. Occasionally 
3. About once a year 
4. My children use it every day to get to school in Lancaster. 
5. I don't use the railway often due to the lack of parking. 
6. Very infrequent now but used daily before I changed jobs 
7. 1 - 3 times a year 
8. Very infrequently 
9. Again, I cycle there precisely because there is no parking. Driverless cars are not coming to 

Silverdale anytime soon. The aim should be to get us out of our cars, not make it even more 
convenient to drive short distances. 

10. Occasionally 
11. I would use it more if the bus timetable coincided with the train times. At the moment there 

is not a joined up public transport plan. 
12. I can't say, as I have to drive to work, my daughter will use the station to get to school more 

than me. 
 
Q11 If you use (or did use) Silverdale Station, how do you (did you) get to and from the station? 
Answered: 234  
Skipped: 15 
 

 RESPONSES 

 
Car 

34.19% 
80 

 
Bus 

15.38% 
36 

 
Lift from a friend or neighbour 

15.81% 
37 

 
Bicycle 

1.71% 
4 

 
Walked 

23.50% 
55 

 
Respondent responses to Q11 

1. Mixture of car, bus and walking depending on weather and time of day. 
2. Car + Walk + Bus + lifts depending. 
3. Bus and walking 
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4. Taxi. 
5. Bus and walk.  
6. Walked, shuttle bus, lift. 
7. Car or walk. 
8. Either shuttle or car.  
9. Car or Lift (depending on availability of parking space/time of day). 
10. MIX OF WALKING, BUS AND CAR.  
11. Walk or cycle.... NEVER drive 
12. Car or cycle or walk. 
13. Bike or get dropped off. 
14. Never had a problem parking in Silverdale. Surely encourage walking, cycling etc before we 

run the village with more car parks. I[ve never heard anyone complain. Think about future 
generations before we react. 

15. Car and/or walking in good weather. 
16. All of the above apart from Bicycle. Why make it an either-or question? 
17. Don’t 
18. All of the above! 
19. Walk or car, usually lift from other household member because of not being able to rely on 

parking space being available. 
20. Bus or car for daughter who takes train to school. 
21. Walked or drove or bus (if I knew there was one). 

 
Q12 If a public carpark was introduced in Silverdale, should drivers be charged for using it? 
 
Answered: 246  
Skipped: 3 
 
 RESPONSES 

 
Yes 

54.07% 
133 

 
No 

33.74% 
83 

Respondent responses to Q12 
1. Yes, but with a free park time for residents or first 30 minutes free for everyone. 
2. Encourage short stay for shopping only.  
3. A medium price charge would be reasonable for non-residents. 
4. 1 hour free, then a fixed payment for half a day or a full day [make it fairly simple]. 
5. Free for 4 hours. Pay thereafter. 
6. None - more parking means more visitors, more visitors means more parking. It will not 

improve the issue by adding more parking. 
7. Yes, probably, depending on practical issues. 
8. Donation? 
9. I would see no alternative to charging, but I would expect Blue Badge holders to be free, not 

as with National Trust in Lakes. 
10. I live outside Silverdale proper but am in Silverdale daily, so would find it expensive to pay 

each time I shop. 
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11. Like Milnthorpe - have a card scheme. 
12. Free for residents - visitors to pay a moderate charge in keeping with other venues in near 

area{s} 
13. Yes, and if the charge included free use of the Shuttle it would again encourage more use of 

this service. 
14. I think a charged car park is a sensible option, but would visitors ignore and still park 

thoughtlessly in the village? 
15. Residents should get it free. 
16. Focus to residents but pay and display for visitors including those staying in the village i.e., 

not pass for holiday lets etc as per many coastal villages and towns. 
17. Adding paid parking (i.e., Arnside) could be a nice earner - but of course misses the point. I 

imagine much of the peak parking needs are due to visitors driving into the centre of 
Silverdale from their camp site/Holgates. Making it easier with only increase parking 
pressure and 5 years’ time, we will have another Survey asking where we want the 2nd and 
3rd car parks! 

18. If a charge is introduced, then drivers would look for a free space in the village. 
19. I'd be opposed to a public car park. 
20. Charge is fine so long as it’s not expensive. Maybe 50p an hour. 
21. A charge may only encourage visitors to park on roadside verges (e.g., Hollins Lane) as they 

do now. However, visitors should be contributing to the upkeep. 
22. Yes, but keep charges low.  
23. Voluntary collection 
24. If over 15 minutes stay 
25. Yes, but to reinvest in facilities or donate to charity e.g., St. John’s Hospice 
26. Modest charge for parking at station 
27. Agree with charging...but a realistic daily amount which can go towards upkeep due to 

increased visitor numbers. 
28. There is a balance to be struck, not to put people of coming into the village to shop or they 

will just leave and go to Carnforth. 
29. Maybe a small charge towards its upkeep. 
30. Residents not but visitors yes. 

 
Q13 If a public carpark was introduced in Silverdale and drivers were charged to park there to 
provide the funds to build and maintain it, should there be a resident's scheme? 
 
Answered: 245  
Skipped: 4 
 
 RESPONSES 

 
Yes 

17.96% 
44 

 
No 

13.47% 
33 

 
Resident's Annual Permit 

18.37% 
45 

 
One hour's free to residents displaying time of 
arrival 

42.86% 
105 
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Respondent responses to Q13 

1. Free residents parking is a good idea, but who would police this arrangement given the 
number of visitors, who are likely to ignore this arrangement. 

2. None - more parking means more visitors, more visitors means more parking. It will not 
improve the issue by adding more parking. 

3. Charging is desirable but could mean drivers default to parking in the streets again, if street 
parking restrictions are not managed. 

4. Presents difficulties in policing if different to residents. Will probably have to be in an 
honesty box. 

5. A scheme for residents AND workers in the village 
6. Any free parking will just be abused. 
7. Free. 
8. Residents should be encouraged to walk or use other forms or transport as much as 

possible. Any resident scheme would need to be heavily enforced, else it would be better to 
just charge everyone to prevent abuse. 

9. 1 hour is not enough for residents who are using the Gaskell Hall or attending many of the 
regular events in there or having a meal out. 

10. Not answering, as to do so would suggest I agree with it. 
11. Why would residents need to park in a visitor car park? 
12. One hour free for everyone, why try to distinguish between residents and visitors. The 

admin cost of trying to do this would probe be higher than the income. 
13. I feel that residents are a significant cause of the problems perceived by some. 
14. 4 hours free to residents displaying time of arrival to allow for volunteers helping at events. 
15. No charge to residents 
16. Only if policed effectively. Residents permit for visits to shops/surgery should be available. 
17. Residents should not be charged for parking or an annual permit. 
18. Free for residents. 

Q14 Are there any improvements to the appearance or public realm design of the village that you 
would like to see? 
 
Answered: 203  
Skipped: 46 
 
 RESPONSES 

 
Widening of pedestrian footways 

17.24% 
35 

 
Addition of footways where non exist 

59.61% 
121 

 
Continuation of footways 

35.96% 
73 

 
Measures to improve the attractiveness of the village centre 

49.26% 
100 

 
Respondent responses to Q14 

1. Prevent parking on Shore Road and Park Road by Eaves Wood. 
2. Generally, it's OK as it is. 
3. Addition of footways detracts from the rural aspect of our village. 
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4. No more signage or road markings please! 
5. Why does it need improvements? Given the number of visitors it appears to be attractive 

enough. 
6. Silverdale is lovely as is. Sure, tricky outside the shop on occasion but really low-level 

inconvenience. Be careful tinkering, doesn't always improve or get you the result you 
thought. 

7. Improved cycle paths to encourage children and older people to cycle. 
8. Safe walking routes from station to village as the roads are very dark and dangerous for 

pedestrians especially in winter. 
9. Using land to create new paths, especially towards Eaves Wood and towards Holgates, so 

dangerous walking on these roads with children. 
10. No improvements to village public image. 
11. A restriction on the size of vehicles parking in the centre of the village and the nearby 

streets. A safe path for pedestrians going to and from the station. 
12. We need to make better provision for responsible cycling on designated routes, including 

doing our best to avoid abuse of footpaths and, especially field and woodland footpaths by 
cyclists. 

13. The condition of pavements is poor. Cars parking on pavements is a problem. 
14. Footpath lines on one side of Stankelt Road. 
15. Cycle access 
16. The village is fine as it is, we don’t want to create a holiday camp and lose any character that 

is left. 
17. Unfinished buildings to be finished within a reasonable timescale. 
18. Cycle path along Park Rd for bikes, horses, prams perhaps in the field or Eaves Wood 

footpath. 
19. Improving the surface of key footpath e.g., with gravel to improve safety. 
20. Think hard before putting up more signage - it’s easy to put up road and other street signage 

as a quick and cheap fix to a given problem - the more street clutter, the less folk take 
notice. 

21. Ideally limit traffic flow in village centre and improve greening of the village centre which 
looks harsh at present. 

22. NO because we don't need anything new in the village. 
23. Remove all footpaths, white lines, and street furniture. Cars will and do naturally slow to 

respect cyclists and pedestrians when this happens, and the village is far more natural 
looking. Cycle lanes. 

24. Where Highways/County Council own frontages, provision for enhanced footways should be 
a priority and or use of their land for improved off street parking for residents with more 
cars that their properties can accommodate. In addition, planning applications for any new 
build should have sufficient parking provision built into permissions. There is an increase in 
parking on pavements and grass verges, one illegal the other detrimental. 

25. Priority sections where roads are narrowed by wider footpaths. 
26. More bins along walking routes such as the Cove, the Lots. 
27. Footpath from station to village 
28. Footway cycle track in natural trust field alongside of Park Road. 
29. Much less signage - e.g., removing ugly and unenforceable (and ignored by idiots) 20mph 

signage. 
30. Roadside verges managed for wildflowers. 
31. Grass verges turned over to wildflower areas. 
32. More parking at Eaves Wood 
33. New toilets? 
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34. Information boards at parking areas for things like toilets etc and visitor information with 
regard to habitats, wildlife and responsible use of landscape. 

35. Safer walkway to Silverdale Station from centre of the village. 
36. Make footpaths usable for wheelchair users. 
37. Additional signage and slowing down of areas such as Shore Road 
38. So limited pavements make it very dangerous to walk with children. 
39. Removal or major improvement to ugly toilet block on Bank House Lane. It is an eyesore! 
40. Provide marked footways and appropriate signage where people have to walk on the roads! 
41. None. 
42. Centre of village could be more attractive, but a lot of character lost when The Royal was 

done by Holgates. Also, most roads couldn’t take a footpath due to width. Pedestrians need 
to learn to walk country lanes...lost count of the times we have encountered walkers round 
a blind bend! Facing the oncoming traffic only applies when it is safe to do so... 

43. People come to Silverdale because of how it looks, don't fix what isn't broken, having said 
that, a few more pavements on Stankelt would be useful. 

44. Fine as it is. 
45. Getting parked cars out of the village centre and into a carpark! 

 
Q15 What should the improvements to car-parking seek to address in Silverdale? Please give your 
priority rating. 
 
Answered: 249  
Skipped: 0 
 

  
 

LOW MEDIUM HIGH TOTAL WEIGHTED AVERAGE 

 
Access to shops and 
the Gaskell Hall 

20.42% 
49 

40.83% 
98 

38.75% 
      93 

  
240 

  
           2.18 

 
Visitor access to 
National Trust/AONB 
land 

22.36% 
53 

38.82% 
92 

38.82% 
         92 

  
237 

  
2.16 

 
Better management of 
visitor parking 

9.84% 
24 

25.00% 
61 

  65.16% 
       159 

  
244 

  
2.55 

 
Improve the 
attractiveness of the 
village 

28.33% 
66 

36.05% 
84 

35.62% 
83 

  
233 

  
2.07 

 
Improve access to 
Silverdale Station 

14.75% 
36 

32.38% 
79 

52.87% 
129 

  
244 

  
2.38 
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LOW MEDIUM HIGH TOTAL WEIGHTED AVERAGE 

 
Improve pedestrian 
safety 

15.35% 
37 

28.22% 
68 

56.43% 
136 

  
241 

  
2.41 

 
 
Respondent responses to Q15 

1. More parking = more visitors not more empty spaces, will never meet demand. 
2. Stop parking near junctions which limits access and impairs visibility of pedestrians and 

vehicles. Gaskell Close and Bank House Lane. 
3. We should be trying to discourage the use of private cars and moving to the use of public 

transport/cycling/walking etc. 
4. Improve safety of disabled users of pavements. 
5. Improved foot ways and traffic calming measures. 
6. Again, if you make it easier to drive and park in Silverdale you increase volume and so then 

feel the need to increase pedestrian safety. By making it easier to park you reward driving 
and take way any incentive to use other modes of transport. How many cars in Silverdale on 
a summer afternoon have driven from Holgates etc? 

7. We don’t need one! 
8. Deal with speeders to encourage more walking and cycling. 
9. Silverdale is a rural village, and any changes need to take account of this. 
10. If the parking issues were addressed the attractiveness of the village would naturally 

improve. However, Parish Council remit to manage parking is limited and it is unlikely that 
policing will take any active role in addressing the problem. 

11. Reduce congestion in the centre of the village, in particular the double parking outside the 
Royal. 

12. Discourage parking on grass verges and in passing places on narrow roads. 
13. Remove abandoned car at back of Gaskell Hall....been there for months. Not taxed or MOT’d 

so no insurance either. 
14. See above about pedestrian safety! Walkers really need to take some responsibility when 

using these roads. Any safety measures would obviously be welcomed, but not if the roads 
became even narrower. 

 
Q16 Please use this space to provide us with any other information or thoughts on car parking in 

Silverdale 

1. Silverdale village is notorious for its tranquillity and abundant nature and wildlife and it     
seems wrong to build a car park encouraging all the car fumes to pollute an AONB. Why 
not have a couple of designated small car parks for electric cars only and a bigger car 
park on the outskirts of the village where the bus will swing by and collect visitors. 

2. Can use be made of the grounds of the telephone exchange? 
3. This needs to be addressed before something bad happens. The number of visitors has 

increased, and some do not know (or maybe care) where it is dangerous to park i.e., near 
road junctions, or having the awareness of other people's needs i.e., making it hard for 
people to get out of their drives, parking in farmer's gates, parking near corners and double-
parking reducing road width. A car park will maybe help if located near to where visitors 
want to be. Some will not want to walk particularly if they are going to the shore with 
children. It should be easy - don't park if it makes it hard or dangerous for others. if there are 
no space - go elsewhere but some do not think like this and will park where they like with no 
thought for others, so better 'policing' of dangerous parking might help here. 
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4. Many properties in the village were built before car use was common and therefore a lot of 
residents need on road car parking - perhaps residents only schemes could be investigated. 

5. Increased parking facilities will attract more visitors in cars. Silverdale is not big enough to 
welcome large numbers of visitors. A more frequent bus service connecting the station with 
places of interest is required. Park and ride from RSPB at Leighton Moss 

6. Existing parking at Gaskell Hall is only for users of the Hall (on the charity's land). This is 
currently abused. 

7. Any increase in visitor numbers will impact upon the fragile ecology of habitats, the path 
infrastructure, the safety of animals in grazed areas. The only means of controlling the 
impact is by keeping the visitor parking to its current level. Any increase in spaces will lead to 
a deterioration of the specialness that Silverdale is renowned for. A joint effort with all the 
Parishes and the AONB could come to solutions such as car parking on the fringes with 
integrated public transport links and cycle and walking routes to access the area without 
damaging the very thing people come and see or impeding residents. 

8. More parking will simply lead to even more visitors in cars and not solve the congestion and 
dangerous double parking that is now happening every week on Shore road and Park Road. 
Road traffic orders and traffic management are necessary. 

9. A data collection exercise should be undertaken before any decisions are made. This would 
take the form of sampling the number of free parking spaces in the centre of the village at 
different times, different days, different seasons of the year. If the data suggest a need for 
additional parking MOST OF THE TIME, i.e. not just at peak times/days/seasons then some 
action could be considered otherwise retain the status quo. A perception of shortage of 
parking or hearsay is insufficient evidence to justify any change or expenditure.     

10. Any car park provision may lead to further increases in visitor numbers Something needs to 
be done to control parking in the vicinity of Wolfhouse/top end of Lindeth Road Any control 
of on street parking will inevitably move the problem to other locations. 

11. The on-road parking near Silverdale station is becoming hazardous, especially as the road is 
a 60mph. Cars can park in a way that makes entering/exiting local housing access dangerous. 

12. I live on The Row, prior to lockdown Eaves Wood car park would overflow onto the road only 
on bank holidays. Post lockdown it became a daily occurrence. I don’t want new car parks. 
The issue is too many visitors at once now. They park over the junction, it’s incredibly 
dangerous, how the bus gets through I have no idea. This may be solved when people go 
back to work full time, but currently is a massive issue, especially when they double park 
both sides of the road. As for the village centre yes there needs to be access to the shops but 
provided locals can use the road outside the co-op and the Gaskell Hall for brief visits to the 
shops, I don’t see any need for another car park, where on earth would it go in the centre of 
the village without destroying a green space? Same with by the school! The station would 
benefit massively from a car park. It’s always stressful trying to get the train. But again, 
where would it go? Thanks for doing this survey I’ve felt very upset and helpless over the last 
year at the influx of visitors who are parking dangerously, destroying verges. To me Eaves 
Wood is the biggest issue. Surely the National Trust should be involved in solving this issue. 

13. Silverdale station: roadside parking has increased affecting road safety and blocking safe 
access to residential property in the vicinity. Providing car parking will only be advantageous 
if roadside parking is prohibited. 

14. Until the pandemic is over & it will be difficult to fully assess any changes required (& even if 
changes are possible) to the parking / general traffic management in the village. Any 
changes that alter the character of the village should be avoided. As things stand at the 
moment it is & has been popular enough with visitors & residents live here because of its 
many varied attractions. Consideration of the future use of self-driving vehicles hardly seems 
relevant at this time. Such technology would require a 5G communications network & large 
parts of the village don’t even have 3G. There are more important things to consider. 
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15. It’s okay as is, compared to the risk of change bringing in more and more cars because there 
is perceived availability. It is a residential village, more so than Arnside I would say - tinker at 
one’s peril! 

16. Must admit it doesn't seem to affect me much. Not sure where any new car park in village 
centre could be situated. By the way Qu 17 is ridiculous. 

17. All parking within the village should be time limited to facilitate access to shops and Gaskell 
Hall for those with limited mobility. 

18. I live on Shore Road and am concerned on access for emergency services - this is currently 
impossible due to the many visitors who double park along the road on many days of the 
year. 

19. Some residents only parking within village centre. 
20. Apart from my suggestion to use the Masonic Lodge car park (through an arrangement with 

them) is there room near the old telephone exchange or behind the butcher’s building? 
Would Arthur Graves sell any land for a car park behind his wall? 

21. I don't live in the village but on the periphery when I do I choose the time when the parking 
outside the Co-op is unrestricted for loading and always manage to park. I have sold plants 
outside Co op on a Sat morning at the height of the tourist season and sometimes it can 
become a little scary with cars playing chicken trying to pass at the narrow stretch outside 
the butchers but even with the Gaskill Hall working people usually manage to park. Although 
the homeowners in the Millennium cul de sac will find it infuriating when people park in 
their area, it may be folks going to Gaskill. Many of the Holgates/Gibraltar/Hollins guests 
either come on foot or cycle, those that come by car support both Co-op and Butcher and 
newsagent, other shops, cafe and the events such as The Art Trail, Produce Market etc., and 
are there for a relatively short 10-15minutes usually. Those that are visiting the Royal usually 
come by foot because I suppose they are driving. Also, the Holgate/ Gibraltar/Hollins park 
visitors travel as families so there are 3/4/5 people travelling together not as the Silverdale 
residents who mainly are one to a car, chat and catch up (to me sometimes) and are usually 
there for longer. As a village with elderly residents, I fully understand their need (and mine!) 
to use the car for shopping but there are many able residents who shop by car who could 
perhaps use another mode of less polluting transport. I would be happy to cycle IF there was 
another route not along that terrible piece of road past the graveyard with restrictive nasty 
unforgiving solid walls both sides. Perhaps a walking route or cycle route along that part 
might be solution? We need to remember that tourism is expanding, particularly this year 
home grown visitors, and supports our shops and village so a holistic approach to traffic 
problems needs to be considered. For a few short summer months, it may be problematic 
for short periods in the village and must be grievous for those effected, as it will be for most 
residents in towns and villages, but we need to bear in mind an over enthusiastic response 
may impact us all, all of the year. A wee bus going round the village even hourly or two-
hourly could be used by visitors and residents alike even of it was only in the holiday season 
or weekends. Only when you have answers to the survey will you know the strength of 
feeling and it might be a good idea to find out if there is a time of day or which days are 
more of a problem? Car parking for visitors should not determine and change the nature of 
the village for residents who have chosen to live there. 

22. Need more spaces at the station. 
23. Unfortunately, suitable locations for visitor’s car park(s) are very limited but actions are very 

necessary to manage the car parking within village centre. Loss of some parking spaces at 
Bleasdale school has resulted in staff having to park on the road. Lack of positive support 
from the LCC highways dept is disappointing - do we have to have a serious accident before 
they decide to do something? 

24. Though National Trust are so important in protecting the local environment, since they own 
so much land in and around the village perhaps, they could set aside areas for parking. While 
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Holgates do e.g., provide local employment. they do profit from exploiting our beautiful 
environment. Surely, they should contribute to provision of parking for visitors. Having 
exacerbated parking problems in the village centre by planning decisions which reduced 
parking on site at Bleasdale house, it should be incumbent on Lancaster City Council to help 
solve the parking problems in by Planning dept. decisions reducing onsite parking at 
Bleasdale House. 

25. The number of visitors will outweigh the capacity no matter how many spaces you provide a 
more pressing problem is the litter and bags of dog poo hung up in trees and hedges that 
these visitors leave. To say nothing of the destruction of footpaths due to excess numbers.  

26. There is a legal requirement for the council to provide parking in areas of high visitors. 
27. I would like to use the train service more but since the bus service to the station was 

reduced, I have to use the car more to get there. However, parking can be so difficult I end 
up using my car for the whole journey. When the RSPB car park was built, about 25 years 
ago I seem to remember reading in the Parish Magazine something about train users being 
able to use it. Is this the case? 

28. The parking on Cove Road (as with many places in the village) is so bad with visitors using it 
to access Eaves Wood, the play park and bowling green. Inconsiderate parking opposite 
driveways, on bends and on junctions. It is even worst during the bowling season. Maybe 
some no parking signs or park with consideration might help. ‘Residents parking only’ would 
be even better! A pay and display at the Masonic Lodge or National Trust farm (Bank House) 
during the daytime for visitors. If the play park was reconfigured to house a small parking 
area for the bowlers and park users that could help a great deal. The park is big enough to 
sacrifice space at the lower end of the field for this. 

29. The problem with increasing parking space is that it would attract even more people into the 
area to drop litter, leave dog waste and damage walls etc. 

30. I think the National Trust and the RSPB should provide improved parking around the village 
as they are the organisations that encourage people to the area, and also control large parts 
of it. A few years ago, the NT made a pedestrian walkway along Cove Road, the same idea 
could be adopted along Park Road to provide pedestrian safety. 

31. Control of large camper vans attempting to park in the village. 
32. I do not think the village needs a car park. Parking is poor and always has been. However, I 

attribute the recent surge in parking requirements due to the pandemic. I feel that once 
restrictions are ended demand will be reduced. A car park does not fit with the 21st century 
environmentally friendly ethos. It is a 20th century solution. Dependency on car usage 
should be discouraged. Converting a field into a parking space would be destructive and is 
absurd given that the city council are proposing to reduce cutting the grass verges on the 
rationale of promoting the environment. Furthermore, one of the proposed sites is adjacent 
to residential properties. A car park may encourage theft/ anti-social behaviour, constitute 
an eye sore and be detrimental to property values. A car park may also attract illegal 
camping/ caravan sites. Vehicles will produce emissions which will potentially affect pupils at 
the school/ residents in their homes. Would the residents whose homes would be affected 
likely to receive financial compensation for the fences/ security which would need to be 
installed on their property? I think they should. 

33. When spending a lot of finance on schemes there is a need to think beyond the initial 
investment and think of the policing and maintenance Large vehicles on the road are 
dangerous, causing obstruction to sight lines and ultimately are unsightly. Especially if in the 
middle of the village. 

34. Encourage use of the trains /promote the area and use of public transport by rail walks and 
trails starting from the stations in Silverdale and Arnside. Encourage families to walk to 
school - more car parking near school would only encourage use of cars and would be 
dangerous. Most of vehicles speeding through the village are people taking their children to 
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school. Also, people pulling in and out of a school car park would be dangerous for the 
children who do walk to school. Need to get people out of their cars, not promote or 
encourage car use. 

35. There should be more incentives to encourage walking and thereby increase health and 
fitness. Many families who live in and around the village drive their children to school when 
they could walk. Any car park near the school would only encourage driving. We should all 
be using our cars less for environmental reasons. We need to creative in developing 
schemes to encourage neighbourliness and also tackle isolation by volunteers shopping and 
providing lifts r offering to walk with people who may not be very confident would be better 
than making more parking spaces. 

36. Cycling within the village itself is a problem. The 20mph speed limit is not respected or 
enforced. Beyond the 20mph limits, cycling/walking is dangerous. I would not wish to cycle 
to Carnforth. A cycle track here would be beneficial. 

37. See answer to Q9. We also need to encourage pedestrian priority lanes. Local businesses 
benefit by visitors but there has to be a balance, or we see, as with Holgates, where excesses 
start to detract from the beauty and reason for coming in the first place. 

38. We went for a family walk yesterday down the beach at the cove. There were eight vehicles 
parked on the beach blocking both the access gate and the footpath. Several other vehicles 
arrived and left in the time it took us to walk up the road, reversing all the way often at 
speed. This year is going to be particularly busy, and a temporary facility and stricter parking 
rules are desperately needed. 

39. Could not the Masonic Lodge car park be used? 
40. Possible use of Masonic Hall land which stands empty most days. A charge to be made for 

use. 
41. The road through the centre of the village should be one way. This would encourage less 

cars to travel to the centre so moving towards a no car village. Residents could park on their 
own land or in designated parking bays. Visitors could park outside the village boundary. The 
village would therefore become a 'Walking Village' with health advantages for all. 

42. The greatest problem is visitor parking. The majority come to walk in the area so have no 
great desire or need to park in the centre. Well signed parking around the periphery would 
be more suitable. 

43. There is already sufficient parking in village centre. Creating additional parking in the village 
centre will encourage more traffic causing nuisance and safety hazards. If additional parking 
is considered necessary, it should be located outside the. Village at either NT. RSPB or one of 
the numerous holiday parks. Do we really want to ruin the character of the village? You only 
have to look at places like Grassington to see how a village can lose its soul. 

44. Need to publicise that Silverdale has limited parking facilities since there seem to be few 
options for increasing the supply. Encourage more use bus/train/bikes etc. 

45. It is known that unsupervised car parks encourage criminality and anti-social behaviour. It is 
very important to consider air pollution issues, disruption to residents and potential 
property devaluation by inappropriate placing of car parks within residential areas.     

46. People should walk or cycle, or even use the existing bus service. Way too many people are 
driving unnecessarily. Driving kids to school when a short walk would be more beneficial to 
everyone. Driving to the co-op when they could walk. Absolutely stupid and inconsiderate 
use of cars 

47. I feel this is the responsibility of the larger attractions of which draw people to our village 
such as Holgate, RSPB and the Wolf House. 

48. Think that parking for residents and preserving/improving their quality of life should always 
be prioritised over any consideration for visitors. 

49. The problem will lessen once the pandemic is over and the plebs go back to Spain! And the 
serious walkers go back to The Lake District. Bit tongue in cheek remark. 
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50. I assume I am a lone voice and await the 2026 survey for the 2nd and 3rd parking lots. 
51. As mentioned, car parks need to be low key, and spread around so as not to impose too 

much pressure in any one location. Cove Road area is already overloaded due to Holgates 
and extra traffic should be discouraged. No increased traffic flow in village centre. Free car 
parking where it is provided with a reinstated AONB low price shuttle bus around the area. 

52. I think it is so absurd and actually confusing to propose a brand new car park in the village as 
a couple of months ago, people in the village wanted to plant more flowers on the verges, 
but yet those same people want a brand new car park in places that have wild flowers 
growing there for hundreds of years. We are in a world where we need to be more eco-
friendly and protect the environment, introducing a car park will encourage MORE cars to 
come to the village, increasing the levels of CO2 in our local area, and some residents of the 
village want to tarmac over fields, and the habitats of many animals? Doesn't sound so 
economically and environmentally friendly to me. Introducing a car park could also heavily 
increase the rate of illegal activities and vandalism in the area it is built next/near to (mainly 
in the centre of the village and next to the school where several homes are nearby to). This 
could potentially increase the crime rate in Silverdale, influencing more of it to happen. 

53. Make disabled spaces in village also for parent/child use. Open use of Gaskell Hall spaces for 
when the hall is not in use. 

54. I’ve lived in Silverdale for 33 years; I’ve never had a problem driving through or parking 
unless of course the panto is on. I have onsite parking at home but occasionally park on 
Stankelt Rd close to the village centre outside houses which need to have road parking and 
there is never an issue. Maybe it gets a little busy when coffee mornings are on but it’s 
manageable; it’s nice that people are here. I’ve never thought there’s a problem at the end 
of The Row by the scout camp; there must be some crap drivers around. People should chill 
and live and let live. 

55. I really don’t see a problem. Be brave and encourage biking and walking. Stop the speeders 
and you may find more will feel safer to cycle. 

56. How will this be managed; will a traffic warden need to be employed to monitor and enforce 
rules? What will happen when life in Silverdale returns to some normality, i.e.., the return of 
coffee mornings at the Gaskell, a parking nightmare on a Saturday morning! 

57. Why are we blaming visitors for everything? I don’t understand why locals need to drive into 
the village rather than walking. In addition, the reason we have so many shops etc is that the 
visitors bring in money into the village. There are many bigger villages in N Lancs/ S Cumbria 
that don’t have out visitors and don’t have local shops. 

58. On the few occasions I've parked in the village I have never had an issue finding a space to 
park legally. If you live near the village centre there should be an expectation that cars will 
park outside your house. I'm aware that some have raised issues with parking in certain 
areas (e.g., around Eaves Wood Car Park) but I'm not convinced additional parking will solve 
this and it's likely to increase the number of visitors. I walk in the area on a daily basis and 
rarely have an issue with cars parked. Speeding cars are occasionally an issue but often the 
drivers are local rather than visitors. 

59. Train station is a good one, centre of village is another. Park Road for Eves Wood needs to be 
bigger but then again all you will do is encourage more people and it is saturated as it is... 
too many holiday homes as it stands in the area which is why we have so many cars. 

60. Parking with 2 wheels on the road and 2 wheels on the pavement is a problem for everyone 
especially those in wheelchairs, prams and buggies. 

61. Could a carpark not be built on the field next to the school and opposite the church. There 
could be an honesty box in the wall for visitors to pay for parking with a suggested donation. 

62. My first thought is it already sounds that you have decided on where the availability of 
parking within the village should be which surely defeats the objective of this survey and is 
misleading to the people filling it out. I don’t feel access to Gaskell Close or Bank House Lane 
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is suitable to be used as potential access to a car park. Next to the primary school isn’t ideal I 
would imagine this could lead to issues of health and safety with people possibly climbing 
walls, discarding rubbish into school playground or into people’s gardens. Likewise, if the car 
park was in the centre of the village. Who would take responsibility for litter picking, health 
and safety? When people bought their houses or move here, they already know the parking 
situation. Who wants to look on to a car park or even have a loss of privacy? I wouldn’t. 
Could the NT not extend Eaves Wood car park they like chopping down trees? From what I 
have already read the majority of parking issues relate to there or Hollins Lane. Surely in a 
time when local food production, air pollution / carbon emissions are high profile and also 
the importance of grass verges and hedgerows as highlighted by Silverdale parish council. 
Lancs County Council, Highways and Lancaster City Council then why would you want to 
make car parks jeopardising this? A park and ride from the outskirts of the village as 
opposed to central car park. A car park near the school will not benefit those who are unable 
to walk into the centre. Could Bleasdale school or the Masonic Hall be used at weekend, 
holidays or special events? Are all the other infrastructures in place, toilets, dustbins 
adequate signage etc. Once car parks are made even more people will come here. The 
village will lose its rural unspoilt appeal. 

63. NT/AONB/Natural England all have responsibility to address the parking issues created by 
the volume of visitors now using their attractions within the parish. The issue is not one 
solely for the Parish Council to resolve. 

64. Greater parking space for access to NT/ANOB lands would be the most advantageous benefit 
for visitors. 

65. Serious concerns around having a carpark next to a primary school! 
66. Footpath from station to village essential. Road dangerous to walk along! Happy to walk if 

safe. Visitors insist on parking anywhere the choose destroying the verges. They won’t park 
in the village if they want to go to Jack Scout or the shore or Eves Wood! Car park in centre 
of village will be used mainly by locals. 

67. Sharing use of footpaths for cycling could help people to use bikes more. From my house on 
Moss Lane I would bike to the village more often with my children if was safer. 

68. Please, please stop cars parking at the Cove, it is so dangerous for walkers. When the few 
spaces are already occupied there is no turning space, so vehicles reverse all the way back 
up the lane, often at speed. I have had cars and motorbikes drive straight at me, going far 
too fast for a narrow lane with no passing places and popular with walkers. 

69. Holgates should be asked to share the parking space in the village centre. They take 
everything from the village and deliver little to residents. They cause huge traffic issues, 
particularly on Cove Road and should contribute to improvement throughout the village. 

70. Adequate as it is! 
71. Encourage use of local bus, this includes residents. Ban larger vehicles like motorhomes from 

entering village centre. If car parks are introduced, then have a maximum time limit on car 
park- around 4 to 5 hours? Any new car parking initiatives need to be strictly monitored and 
enforced as people will always try and push the boundaries of what they’re allowed to do. 

72. I myself really don’t see any issues as an ex-resident of 17yrs it was never an issue. Don't 
think it is now personally near the Row again no issues when I drive down that road by car 
park absolutely no issues. At the end of the day there's very limited parking available in 
Silverdale just like Arnside. 

73. Silverdale train station definitely needs a car park. It’s my closest station but takes a good 40 
minutes to walk there. 

74. Isn’t really much point in discussing car parking in centre of village if the land is not available. 
Masonic lodge will not allow use of their car park from what I’m aware. Best bet would be to 
approach Arthur Graves and see whether he would sell some of his land behind the 
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telephone box opposite The Royal public house. A small piece of that land would make a 
perfect car park and would make the village centre more pleasing to look at. 

75. Car parking on the shore. 
76. Eaves Wood car park is of particular interest. It is overflowing, peak times blocking the way 

out of The Row. Impairing our way out. Surely NT. can take car park further into the woods. 
Charges should be introduced too. 

77. Main priority is keep visitor cars outside of the village. Make walking into the village the 
preferred option. 

78. More should be done to encourage visitors to arrive by train. The provision of circular walk 
details and possibly a bike hire scheme could be attractive. The bus connection between the 
station and the village needs improvement. A 'Rambler' bus service from the station to 
nearby popular places could also encourage train use. 

79. Why is there no link to this survey on the parish council web site? 
80. The people parking on the road by eaves wood car park are inconsiderate, it causes 

problems for the shuttle bus at the end of the row and is dangerous. 
81. It is important to maintain the ‘village’ ambience of Silverdale. Any additional car parks 

should be discreet and unobtrusive. Parking bays, whilst useful would detract from the look 
of the village centre I feel. The churning up of muddy verges (e.g., near the Wolfhouse) is 
only going to get worse without specific, well maintained parking areas. 

82. The ideal car park would be the first field down Bank House Lane. Stone sets could be 
installed, and this field belongs to the National Trust so would provide parking for their 
visitors and help the Village at other times. 

83. The only time parking is overwhelmed in Silverdale is during the art trail. There is no 
encouragement for Silverdale residents to use public transport. This should be the priority 
before considering parking. Need to think about the greening of the village and going carbon 
neutral - not increasing hard standing for cars. Encourage cycling, walking, bus use, car 
sharing schemes, electric charging points. Car parking should be a low priority. 

84. Managing vergers so that they can't be driven on and turned into mud or taking them out 
and putting in parking. 

85. Car parking on the parameter of the village and encourage people to walk in rather than 
drive into the village. 

86. The worst place is around the Royal and Gaskell Hall during coffee mornings. 
87. Part of Townsfield, field, use as Car Park. Guides camp, in peak season use as car park for 

Eaves Wood. The shore would be good too? Depending on high tide. Unfortunately, lines 
needed near St. John’s, parking affecting vision to drive in and out. Cove Road, double 
parking and some residents don’t use their driveway when they have space. Parking bad 
near playground and now people park near the bowling green. The list goes on...... 

88. People are parking in dangerous places and disregard residents here. Some very selfish 
people during covid restrictions who couldn't care less about residents or the village. 

89. Eaves Wood car park - this is an accident waiting to happen due to visitors awful parking. If 
we could have better parking at the train station / RSPB perhaps and then regular shuttle 
around village this hopefully would encourage more to use public transportation reducing 
carbon footprint and hopefully reduce traffic from visitors around the Redbridge lane/ train 
station roads where there are no safe footpaths for pedestrians. Please also consider parking 
restrictions outside eaves wood car park and enforcing them. 

90. The National Trust should look to expand their sites as the parking at the foot of the Row has 
caused 2 near misses. 

91. Eaves Wood car park to the junction is awful on nice days. Cove road gets very busy with 
walkers and those visiting park, making it very difficult for residents to park near their home. 
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92. The needs of residents should always be put first perhaps a specific car parking area outside 
the village for visitors would be the answer...but not near the school that’s just asking for 
trouble. 

93. There are 4 separate issues: providing parking at station to allow people to use the trains if 
their times don't coincide with buses and it's too far/late/dark/luggage to walk; providing 
short term parking to allow residents and visitors to access shops; providing parking to 
welcome visitors to the area and allow them to share in the beautiful places we enjoy; 
making sure that residents can park a reasonable number of vehicles reasonably near their 
home. 

94. I believe there is ample parking and as for parking in the centre of the village? I thought we 
were trying to reduce the use of cars for a greener alternative. This will just encourage more 
cars to the village centre.     

95. While Silverdale has a parking problem it is minor compared with most communities and I 
am concerned that we could end up with an expensive scheme paid for by the parish 
council. Car parking on pavements should be stopped. Generally where it takes place it is not 
necessary and is normally a result of laziness or a lack of consideration and can only be 
justified for drop-off where space dictates. I do not use the trains very often because of the 
lack of parking at the station and its distance from the village. However, it would be 
pointless creating a car park there if high charges were imposed. The main problem outside 
the school is staff parking all day. Couldn't they park in the church which is, after all, a 
related organisation and there is potential to increase parking there? 

96. Stop large vehicles parking at the bottom of Stankelt Road. If you are turning right from 
Emesgate Lane on to Shore Road, you can’t see what’s coming down the hill. There have 
been a lot of near misses. 

97. It is very dangerous turning down towards the shore as there is vehicles parked on Stankellt 
Road blocking visibility and also coming from the opposite direction cars parked on the 
junction. 

98. See all of the above! Thanks.     
99. The Gaskell Hall land is private and paid for its maintenance and up keeping by its own 

fundraising and income, it really isn't parking for all the village and poses a problem when 
the hall is in use by guests who have paid to hire the hall and they then can't park ..when the 
hall is not in use it's not so much of an issue but how do you explain that to visitors???    

100. Parking outside residents’ homes is terrible we struggle to get our car out and caravan.     
101. I would not advocate a lot of the measures which although sensible would require a degree   
of urbanisation (street markings etc). 
 
Q17 How would you describe your gender? 
 
Answered: 247  
Skipped: 2 
 
 RESPONSES 

 
Male 

36.84% 
91 

 
Female 

58.70% 
145 

 
Other 

0.40% 
1 
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 RESPONSES 

 
Prefer not to say 

4.05% 
10 

Q18 Please tell us your age group 
 
Answered: 246  
Skipped: 3 
 
                RESPONSES 

 
Under 18 

                0.41% 
1 

 
18-24 

0.81% 
2 

 
25-34 

6.10% 
15 

 
35-44 

15.04% 
37 

 
45-54 

15.04% 
37 

 
55-64 

23.17% 
57 

 
65+ 

39.43% 
97 

TOTAL 246 

 
 
Compiled by Councillor Liz Unsworth on behalf of Silverdale Parish Council 
16th March 2021 


